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REPUBLIC TV FEATURES 
KAMLA FOUNDATION
Republic TV is an English language news and current affairs television channel based in 
India, broadcasting and streaming live news from around the globe. The company engages 
in the commercial broadcast of political, business news, current affairs and entertainment 
programs, providing viewers with direct access to all breaking news. It is home to one of the 
youngest news team in India, breaking the norms of traditional newsrooms and journalistic 
set ups and is India’s most watched English news channel.  

What strange times we are living in; unprecedented for many 
and for some of our more senior readers a reminder of war time 
restrictions, though maybe in a different way. 

I know that these are difficult times for everyone and I 
appreciate that all of you will have your own set of challenges to 
face. Undoubtedly, there will be a ‘new norm’ after the worst of 
this pandemic is over. We have all learned lessons and hope they 
will be remembered when the new norm arrives – what is really 
important in life, the sense of community, the kindness shown to 
each other and to those in need of help. 

As we continue our critical work in helping the most affected 
and dispossessed in India, the global pandemic is having 
a detrimental effect on all our lives. In our last newsletter I 
highlighted our relief effort, in response to the coronavirus.

I trust that all our newsletters have the ability to inspire, connect 
and inform you of our work and that the following pages 
provides you with a small but important window into the change 
we continue to initiate.

Your compassion and generosity are an essential part of 
the chain of support that surrounds every life we are able to 
transform in India. Thank you for being such a vital part of this 
circle of change.

A very warm welcome to those reading the newsletter for 
the first time and our thanks and appreciation go to all those 
working for and with us. We wish you the best over these 
uncertain months and hope that you remain safe and well.

WELCOME

F O U N D A T I O N
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October 2020

We were approached by the TV channel as 
they were very interested in our work with 
water and women and wanted to feature the 
same in an up and coming program which 
was broadcast across India in August. This 
was part of a series of programs which the 
broadcaster hosted, highlighting change 
makers and how they were making a 
difference to the lives of the poorest in rural 
India.

Hersha and I gave an overview on the work 
of the Foundation emphasising the impact 
on our work with water and women. We 
also talked about the inspiration behind the 
Foundation, (our mother). We received a 
great response and the program was watched 
by over 42 million people worldwide.

If you wish to see the recording here is a 
link to the episode: republicworld.com/
initiatives/har-ek-boond/har-ek-boond-
celebrates-the-role-of-women-in-water-
management.html
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RELIEF 
PROGRAM
BENEFICIARIES
Furthermore, we are leveraging local community radio and public address systems 
to disseminate information from the government. Carrying out announcements 
and public education, reaching out to as many people as possible. 

At the village level, our networks include trained local leaders, women leaders, 
community activists, as well as womens’ Self-help Groups. Collectively they 
provide an extensive active system for the sharing and dissemination of 
information.

We have also appointed community leaders whose brief is to promote health and 
hygiene practices within their respective communities. The significance of their 
work is highly evident and has intensified in the past few months. Hundreds of 
community members have participated in specially designed water, sanitation and 
hygiene workshops so they are personally equipped to prevent the spread. 

Additionally, we are supporting many villagers who are sewing face masks, making 
hand sanitizer and spreading awareness about what people should do if they are 
showing symptoms. 

Ultimately, our priority lies in ensuring that the right information and support 
reaches the communities most in need. With our extensive network, we have 
the capacity to extend our reach and impact, making sure the hardest to reach 
communities remain supported and fully informed.

5
Kamla Foundation’s response to the coronavirus pandemic is a natural extension of the work 
we are already doing in the communities where we operate.

We work to build community resilience, individual leadership and civil responsibility, 
developing effective partnership with other civic organisations and therefore equipped and 
well-positioned to respond rapidly to:

POST COVID 19

Our long-term work promoting strong 
systems, local leadership and resilience 
helps communities manage these changes, 
especially in times of crisis. In response to 
the pandemic, we have mobilised over 150 
trained, local leaders across the rural regions 
where we operate, to deliver accurate, easy-
to-understand health information to many 
thousands of people.  An important part of this, 
is working through and dispelling local myths, 
by distributing posters and campaign messages 
through recognised health system networks.
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Spreading messaging from credible sources like WHO and local public health 
authorities among our networks of community leaders.

Empower our community partners with information and encouragement about the role 
they play as community leaders and elected leaders in stopping the spread of the virus.

Leverage our role as civil society thought leaders, to raise awareness and ensure 
government is accountable to local communities.
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Since the onset of the lockdown at the end of March, both sources of income dried up for 
Manisha. Just days after Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi announced an unprecedented 
lockdown to halt the spread of the coronavirus, Manisha ran out of money and groceries. 
“So, I started feeding my three young girls rice with a chutney, made of crushed onions and 
tomatoes,”  she says.

She managed to find work in a neighbouring village for a day. With the money she earned, she 
was able to buy some food from a market 10 kilometres (6.2 miles) away but getting to the 
market with an auto rickshaw cost her 300 rupees (£3.80) - three times her daily wage - as no 
buses were running due to the lockdown. She offered to compensate the driver later, but he 
insisted on her paying him immediately. “So I gave him my necklace to keep, till I can pay him 
back,” she says. He agreed but said he would charge an additional 50 rupees in interest. 

For farm worker Manisha, being able to survive is contingent on two factors - one, getting a 
daily wage of 100 Indian rupees (£1.20) a day and two, receiving a widow’s monthly pension 
of 1,000 rupees (£13) from the Government.

With the lockdown suspending all forms of work, India’s 
poorest from some of the country’s most underdeveloped 
regions now face penury and deprivation. With very little 
savings and a poor social security net, families in rural India 
are having fewer meals, borrowing more money and braving 
the threat of police violence in order to go out and work. 

“I feel ashamed saying this but I don’t think I have even  
100 Rupees left to my name. The Prime Minister should 
tell us how people like me are supposed to survive in this 
lockdown,” she says. Manisha has heard little about the Indian 
Government’s relief package. She is not sure if she qualifies 
and even if she does, she thinks the scheme is not for her.   

“How am I supposed to reach the bank, more than 10 
kilometres away to claim the cash transfers, now that they 
shut the public transport too? I will have to pay more for the 
travel fare than what I get,” she says.  

Manisha, is one of many informal day workers that have 
slipped through the government safety nets. Through 
the intervention of our Relief Program, we have provided 
daily food, hygiene and sundry parcels to Manisha and her 
daughters. We also mediated a rent freeze with her landlord 
and managed to re-negotiate a lower rental till December 
this year. Where there has been a shortfall we have plugged 
it. To desperate families experiencing a similar predicament 
to Manisha’s, we have provided financial support to meet 
emergency needs and help strengthen provision to restart 
small businesses where appropriate.

We have brought stability into Manisha’s life and now she 
is helping to spearhead one of our local campaigns to help 
curb the spread of the virus, highlighting the importance 
of improving hygiene, handwashing and sanitation at the 
household and community level -  a true 
community ambassador!

M A N I S H A  R A N  O U T  O F  M O N E Y  A N D  G R O C E R I E S  S O O N  A F T E R  T H E 
I N D I A N  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  A N N O U N C E D  A N  U N P R E C E D E N T E D  LO C K D OW N 

TO  H A LT  T H E  S P R E A D  O F  T H E  CO R O N AV I R U S  O N  M A R C H  24
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MEET MANISHA
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MARPLE HALL SCHOOL
FUNDRAISER 19/20
Maia and Dylan attend Marple Hall Secondary School. Kamla Foundation was selected by the school, as 
their charity of choice for the academic year 2019/20. The school leadership team (including the Deputy 
Head, Senior Teachers, Head Boy and Girl) were asked to drive the fundraiser program. Maia and Dylan 
were extended an invitation to join the group, to help shape its activities and raise the profile of the 
Foundation during the course of the year.

Maia and Dylan demonstrated a variety of skills through the duration of the year, from deliberations at the 
Leadership Group to public speaking, designing flyers and promotional materials to leading and developing 
discussions on fund raising ideas.

Throughout the first term, the Group spoke to hundreds of pupils (and staff) at numerous assemblies, 
highlighting the work and impact of the Foundation.

The Leadership Team staged monthly fun and novel fundraising events 
to generate wider interest from the school community. One such event 
was the ‘Cycling Challenge’ – students cycled the length of India, 
some 2,000 miles in four days. Five students from each class 
participated and pledged to raise at least £10 from sponsorship. 
Exercise bikes were set up in the school gym and students 
(and staff) took turns to cycle as many miles as possible in 
time slots of 25 minutes. Everyone gave a concerted effort, 
from the cyclists, time keepers, the bean counters to those 
just turning up to support. This event alone raised over 
£2,800…what a great collective effort!

Successful fundraisers ensued and 
together the staff and students were 
creating a strong momentum 
– completing a number of 
challenges and alas as we 
all know….tragically the 
global pandemic struck! All 
fundraising ceased in March 
of this year. However, the 
School managed to raise the 
fantastic sum of £6.5k before 
the lockdown.

A massive thanks to the Marple 
Hall School community.
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Together Changing minds, Changing lives.
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Dylan and Maia

Joe Barker, Headteacher


